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February 21, 2024 

Report & Recommendation 
Heritage Property Designation Application 

Willow Church Cemetery 
Waugh’s River, Colchester County, N.S. 

Application: 

Mildred MacDougall, President of the Willow Church Cemetery Society, a volunteer 

organization who has been caring for the cemetery since 1972, has made application to 

the Municipality of Colchester to have the Willow Church Cemetery designated as a 

Municipal Heritage Property (refer to Attachment 1). The Cemetery is located at 1778 

Willow Church Road, Waugh’s River, Colchester County, N.S. (refer to Attachment 2). 

Wellwood Waugh was the first Scottish Settler to locate in North Colchester (Waugh’s 

River) in 1781. At that time there were no churches in the area. To provide the community 

with a place of worship, Waugh and his sons built the first Willow Church on land Waugh 

donated. In 1795, the cemetery, the first Protestant Cemetery in North Colchester was 

established.  

As noted, the Willow Church Cemetery Society has been funding and managing the care 

of the Cemetery for the past 50+ years; however, the membership is declining resulting 

from members aging. Therefore, there is urgency to have the Cemetery designated a 

Heritage Property and its historical significance preserved for the future. 

Building History and Characteristics: 

The Willow Church Cemetery has a long history in North Colchester (Waugh’s River). 

Wellwood Waugh built the first church in the Tatamagouche area in the late 1700’s and 
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established the Willow Wood Cemetery in 1795. The original church was destroyed in a 

gale, and was replaced in 1820; however, that building was lost to a fire in 1935. The 

Cemetery is all that remains on the lot where the churches had been located. 

 
Waugh’s wife, Nelly, was the first to be buried in the cemetery in 1795. A tabletop 

tombstone marks the resting place. There is a poem as written by Wellwood engraved on 

the top of the tombstone. Wellwood Waugh’s name is engraved on the same stone and 

dated 1824 (death date).  

 

 
 
 
In 1971, a cairn and plaque were erected in the Cemetery by the Nova Scotia Museum 

and funded by the Willow Church Community. Currently, there are approximately 211 

persons buried in the Cemetery; however, not all graves have markers.   
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As outlined, the Willow Church Cemetery maintains the site (cleaning stones, lawn care, 

bush cutting, etc). However, the tombstones, cairn, and plaques are deteriorating.  
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Its Current Role in the Community: 
 
As the Willow Church Cemetery was the first Protestant Cemetery located in the 

Tatamagouche area, approximately 229 years ago, it is a landmark for the community.  

 

Attachment 4, Letters of Support from various community members/groups are attached 

in support of designating the cemetery as a heritage property to maintain the site as a 

landmark. 

Recommendation: 
 
Wellwood Waugh and the Willow Church Cemetery forms a significant part of the history 

of North Colchester, N.S. This level of recognition will continue to play an influential role 

in maintaining the Cemetery. 

 

Staff supports the request to designate the Willow Church Cemetery as a Municipal 

Heritage Property.  

 

  
 Respectfully submitted, 

         

 
 Jill McGillicuddy 
 Senior Planner 
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Attachments 
 
Attachment 1…………………………………...Application form & Consent form 

 
Attachment 2..................................................Location Map 

 
Attachment 3………………………….………..Additional Photographs 
 
Attachment 4……………………………………Information Sources 
 
Attachment 5……………………………………Letters of Support 
 



Attachment 1

Colchester 
be centred here. 

Heritage Application Form 

Name of Property(*) 5'/;1J'kJ .f!J,u,.u,~ ~ 

Location(*) ~ef JI~. 3// ~d, ~dCR<J ~Jl?;Ld:., 

~~ ~Jf~_,, t~ ~ ·✓ '/'J./ R!~ # I ?'TB 

Present Owner(*) ..Jj/~ ~ f' /Wlu,,/uy ~➔ (~a,Ua~ A) 

Action Requested ~,u) ~ k!e,,x..e,~ /t:J~ 
by(*) 

Evaluation Criteria 

/;f,_l},au,,t4U1,eif-nit'P,U, di.) 7. .t ~ ,h..t-
--1-<?-,,,,,J .• ,,<f.,/~ ~LC~. ~i_,p.;a~# . 

Condition? 

Estimation or ~M..,-~;,:v ~k~ ~ 71,-~~11Lc-~~~ 
Source? ~ d.. P4~ ( (k ~-tut.,~ Jt!..e .. ,-,, •. :~) 

2. ASSOCIATION ,,,,/,, / ~J/ 
with lndividual(s)? Jti"'L.LLt-v7Td-.Ji'~" -!;L_, fad .tf.L,#14,/--, ~ lo 

/(':'1 01 ;~{, )( )~>t.~ 

► t 'h" "('f ,..1. 



3. ARCHITECTURE (if applicable) 

Type of 
construction? 

Architect? 

Builder? 

5. LANDMARK 

Doyouoryour ~ Jµ $'.,dL~ ~~~«~~ ~ association consider ~ f P,1...4 ~4,-u. t-~ ~ ,&ea -aL ,µc.., ,t-/4L 
this property to be a .Va. -ra-,,..it 3' ~~ a..-ut~ C z ~ 9 ~~,,._ro) ~/a...o-,, landmark? Why? .,....a.. _a41,4,'-~,,.,,~ . 

>0''4 /\\ ):J 1, (i( Pi~ 
J:.,( ,~ ~ r-f 5 



5. PHOTOGRAPHS (Maximum 8) c;tf_,L.,-, ,,4-t/a~;;,,_~ B 

If applicable, must show total bu1ld1ng, plus doors, windows dnd dc,dils. 

File sizes cannot 

exceed 1MB. 
no file selected 

Add another file 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Do you know of any 

other source Ie. 

book, report, 
newspaper article or 

individual that has 

additional 
information about 

this property? 

Is there any other 

information that you 

feel is important and 

should be included? 

Application 

Prepared (*) 

Phone (w) 



14 15 16 17 18 ~ 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

l 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

Signature ~a,<J-d ~CLl A!J~,a-e-e. 

Clear Sign Above 

Security check(*) 
I am not a robot 

Submit 



• 
1 Church Street 

Truro, NS B2N 325 

Phone: (902) 897-3160 

Fax (General Inquires): (902) 843-4066 

Toll Free (in Nova Scotia): 1-866-728-5144 

In peace and friendship, and in the spirit of truth and reconciliation, we acknowledge that the 

Municipality of Colchester is in Mi'kma'ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi'kmaq. 

Copyright© 2024 Municipality of Colchester. 

A partner of the Munjcjpal Website Venture. 

,0/4-01 n, 1 2 (l(l PM 
.,:JcHH~ 5 n: f) 
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1 Church Street 

Truro, NS B2N 3Z5 

Phone: (902) 897-3160 

Fax (General Inquires): (902) 843-4066 

Toll Free (in Nova Scotia): 1-866-728-5144 

In peace and friendship, and in the spint of truth and reconc1hat1on. we acknowledge that the 

Municipality of Colchester is in Mi'kma 'k1, the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi'kmaq. 

Copyright© 2024 Municipality of Colchester 

A partner of the Municigal Website Venture. 
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WILLOW CHURCH CEMETERY 

A BRIEF HISTORY 

The Willow Church Cemetery Society , a volunteer organization, has been caring for 

the cemetery since 1972. 

To better inform you of the cemetery's historical importance, please note the 

following: 

- Willow Church Cemetery was the first Protestant Cemetery established in North 

Colchester in 1795. 

- The cemetery was established by Wellwood Waugh . 

- Waugh was the first Scottish settler to locate in North Colchester (Waugh's River) 

in 1781. 

- At this time there were no churches in the area (people gathered in local houses 

or barns for religious services). Accordingly, Waugh felt there was a need for a 

place of worship for the community. In the late 1700's, Waugh and his sons built 

the first Willow Church on land he donated for this purpose. 

- Actually, they built two churches on the property. The first was destroyed in a 

"gale" (hurricane) and the second was built in 1820 but burned in 1935. 

- The cemetery is all that remains with space in the middle of the lot where the 

churches had been located. 

- Waugh's wife, Nelly, was the first to be buried in the Cemetery in 1795. 

- a tabletop tombstone marks her resting place. Engraved on top is a poem (written 

by Waugh) and dated 1795. 

- Wellwood Waugh's name is engraved on the same stone and dated 1824 (at the 

time of his death) . 

- regrettably the stone has deteriorated over the past 229 years . 

- Currently there are approximately 211 persons buried in the Cemetery- not all 

have markers . 

- In 1971, a cairn and plaque were erected in the Cemetery by the Nova Scotia 

Museum and funded by the Willow Church Community. 



' .... 

- Our Society has been funding and managing the care of the Cemetery for the 

past fifty-plus years (cleaning stones ,lawn care, bush cutting, etc.) but our 

membership is declining (with age );thus the urgency to have the Cemetery 

designated a Heritage Property and its historical significance preserved for the 

future. 

As we prepare the application for heritage designation, we have solicited , 

and received, the support of the following groups /individuals : 

- the North Shore Archives Society 

- the Creamery Square Heritage Society 

-Colchester County Municipal Council 

- Municipal Councillor-Mike Gregory 

- Rev. Glen Matheson , Interim Moderator , Sedgwick Presbyterian Church . 

-TomTaggert M.L.A.North Colchester 

- Dr Stephen Ellis M.P Cumberland / Colchester 

Should more historical information be required, see application and attachments. 
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Attachment 3



9510 NS-311 
4 years ago • See more dates ) 
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BACK WHEN ... the first church . .-

was_ built in Tatamauo1che 
By Ellen:Millard 
Special, to,The\ight 

,i./ •. ,. 

The:y~!ll)g boy noted the 
• in. the small rom,,t,,n, Sign •;· .. , .; ~-••~~ J 

in Wauglts River as they 
were ~Jatamagouche. . 
"Whatdoos tl-iatmean, Mum? 
It says ~ill.§~'.brurch ~ 
tay, but ttiere is no church." 

"f niifot suie, "she re­
plied. "iui~~ there was 
a churcti nere at one.time. We 
should sto..,...,: ... iiletimetoread 

· -~ ... -
what is ontne'monument in 
the 

,~,. \!, ... '.~,;- . 

~-; .. t, 
Had(:tlie"faritily stopped 

to see fhe.'moriument then 
they w1uiar,have learned 
from thit '.pfuque that the 
cairn had1~been erected to 
commeift&'rate • the first 
church ir{ -_this area, built 
by the first .Scottish settler, 
Wellwood Waugh and that 
his wife Nellie was the first 
person to be buried in the 
cemetery in 1795. However 
Wellwood Waugh was not 
the first settler to the Tatama­
gouche area. For hundreds of 
years before European settlers 
arrived, the Mianac Indians 
lived in this area They set up 
their ramps along the shores 
ofTatamagoucheinthespring 
to enjoy an abundance of fish 
in the mud flats and in the 
edges of the waters, as well as 
the anival of the aquatic birds, 
geese and ducks. They stayed 
on through the fall to hunt 
the geese and birds as they 
migrated south again for the 
~inter. The Micmac thE.'1' 
moved inland to their win­
ter camps in the woods for 
shelter and to hunt the many 
animals that would provide 
their winter diet 

The Acadians came to 
settle in the Tatamagouche 
area in the early 1700s. As 
well as enjoying the boun­
tiful food in the rivers and 
nearby shores, they diked 
the marsh land and began 

to grow crops to supple-­
ment their food supply. 
They were of the Roman 
Catholic faith and soon built 
a small chapel and buried 
their dead around it in plots 
marked by wooden crosses. 
Sadly the homes and chapel 
of the twelve Acadian fami­
lies in this area were bwned 
during the Expulsion of the 
Acadian in all of Nova Sco­
tia in August of 1755. 

Tatamagouchelay empty 
for nearly 20 years until the 
first Protestant settlers were 
brought here by Col. Joseph 
Frederick Wallet DesBarres. 
However, it would be five 
years later with the coming 
of the first Scottish settler 
Wellwood Waugh before 
any religious services were 
held in the area. There was 
no church so travelling min­
isters held church services in 
homes or barns in Tatama­
gouche when they made 
their rounds. The first ser­
vices here were conducted 
by Rev. James Macgregor, a 
Presbyterian minister from 
Scotland, and were held in 
1793 in Waugh's barn at 
such times that he was pass­
ing through the area. 

In 1800, Rev. John Mitchell 
became a resident minister 
in River John and he began 
regular services in Tatama­
gouche in the Waugh's barn. 
By 1820 the settlers felt that 
a church or rreeting place 
~uld be built to serve their 
religious needs and during 
the initial plans everyone was 
in agreement as to its location. 
But before the actual work 
began, a disagreement arose 
and Waugh wrote in his diary 
that "he, his sons, Thomas, 
William and Wellwood, en­
couraged by their minister, 
Rev. John Mitchell would 
build the house of worship on 
their land in near their homes 
in Waugh's River." 

So in August of 1820, the 
church was completed and 
dedicated as the Willows 
Meeting Place. It is recorded 
that during the winter "a 
large portion of Mr. Mitch­
ell's followers would gather 
at one church, the Willows 
Meeting House, for Divine 
worship, led by the present 
ers to sing the Psalms of Da­
vid in the Scottish version." 
Hymns were not permitted 
in those days. Mr. Mitchell 
continued his ministry there 
coming up from River John 
until his death in 1841. 

In 1826 Tatamagouche 
and New Annan grew to 
need a minister of their own 
so they extended a call to 
Rev. Hugh Ross. Early in 
his ministry, a church was 
built in Tatamagouche in a 
more central location than 
that of the Willow Church. 
The Sharon Omrch opened 
in the village in 1864 but 
for nearly 40 years, Willow 
Church had been the place 
of worship in the area. 

In about 1852 the Willow 
Meeting House, the old Jog 
building with the wooden 
benches, was destroyed by 
a hurricane. Later that same 
vear a new church was built 
and services continued to be 
held there for about 83 years. 
The end of the first church 
built in Tatamagouche came 
on August of 1935 when it 
was destroyed by fire. At 
that time many valuable re­
cords of the Willow Church 
were lost in the fire. 

Today the people who sat 
within its walls are all gone 
and the beautiful willows 
that surrounded the church 
are gone as well. But the 
monument to mark its site 
and the well-tended graves 
in the Willow Chw-ch Cem­
etery remind us of the first ' 
families to come to Tatama­
gouche. 

a, 
V 
ti 
Ii 
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Tree roots run deep (Part 2) 
By Carol MacKay 
For The Advocate 

Tite Advocate is pleased to partner 
with the McCulloch House Museum 
& Genealogy Centre in a series of 
articles about the research being 
undertaken by tire centre. Ge11calog,; 
Gems are provided by the researchers 
of McCulloch House Museum & 
Genealogy Centre. TT.r: Crr.:,c p,G· 
vides access lo thousands of archival 
records, genealogies and dornmenls 
related to Pictou County. Tiris is tire 
next in tire series. 

There are few people living in 
the Tatamagouche area who have 
not heard the Welwood Waugh 
name, or know one or more of his 
descendants. A joiner and whe!>i• 
wright by trade, he and his family 
of "boat people" came from 
Galloway, Scotland, on the Lovely 
Nellie in 1774 to P.E.I., then to 
Pictou in 1776, where he suffered 
harsh treatment for his hatred of 
all things British. 

Colonel Frederick DesBarres 
was under pressure to have his 
land grants settled, especially the 
fertile land of Tatamagouche. 
Mary Canon, DesBarres' mistress 
and business partner, had heard of 
Waugh as a man of shrewd capac­
ity and energy. Shortly after he 
moved to Tatamagouche, Canon 
summoned him to Windsor- a 
journey by horseback to Truro, 
then by boat to Windsor - to per­
sonally meet him. Favourably 

impressed, she appointed him to 
be her local sub-agent. This 
appointment would have a tre· 
mendous impact on such settle­
ments as \Naugh's River and New 
Annan. 

Since Waugh received a long 
term lease, as well some of the best 
land, he faced resentment from the 
Montbeliard farmers who came 
~·om Lunenburg. There ensued 
much legal wrangling and pres­
sure tactics by Waugh to force ten­
ants to pay up on overdue leases. 
By 1787, many left for lands in 
River John, paying less than thP 
rent DesBarres was charging. By 
1795, there were only 19 families in 
the settlement, and his wife, Ellen, 
died. 

Following his wife's death, 
Waugh spent time in Scotland 
learning to make clocks. 
Discouraged by the lack of settlers 
wanting to lease land at 
Tatamagouche, he had begun 
enticing Scots to the area, one of 
whom is well-known John Bell, 
my 4X great-grandfather, a fore­
runner of others who staved at the 
Waugh farm for some time before 
he moved inland to New Annan, 
probably because he could not 
purchase land from DesBarres and 
did not want to be a tenant farmer. 

By 1802, the Waughs leased 
1,430 acres, \\'ith only 29 other 
families as tenants, many of them 
with descendants there today: 
Langille, Chalmers, Jollimore, 

Welwood Waugh 
Welwood Waugh's Clock 

Pictured is Welwood Waugh's 
clock. 

(Conrr:'11;ted phoro) 

McBurn1e, Ross, Mattatall, 
Patriquin, Millard and Henderson. 
By 1809, DesBarres was dissatis­
fied with Canon and \\a ugh' s han­
dlmg of his grant and filed a Bill of 
Complaint agatnSt them a litiga­
tion that went on for years. More 
troubles beset Waugh and others 
in the commuruty: m 1815, The 
Year of the Mice, acres of land 
were ravaged by their vicious 
assaults; in 1816, they endured 
'The Year Without a Summer' 
when there was enough frost to 
carry a horse in June. 

An indication of how imper• 

tant religious pra, tice was for 
\'\laugh: he bought a 1 / 3 share of a 
pew at the Truro lvleeting House 
for 37 shillings and three pence; 
the minister was Rev. Daniel Cock, 
my -lx great-grandfather. In addi­
tion, Waugh frequently hosted 
church services in !us home, barn 
and outside on his property by 
visiting ministers. After years of 
tryin1; to get an ag.ee~ent on 
where, when and ho"' to build a 
church in Tatainagouche, Waugh 
and lus sons erected one on their 
property in 1820, known as Willow 
Church, and frequentlv topped up 
the minister's salary from his own 
pocket. He maintained those who 
had not contributed to the church 
should not be buried in the ceme­
tery where Waugh and his wife, 
Nellie, are buried in Lot 24. 
Colonel DesBarres died that same 
year, and the lawsuit died with 
him; his lawyer said, "Plaintiff 
cannot safely proceed to trial." 

Source: Tatamagouche, N.S. 
1771-1842, by Hon. Frank H. 
Patterson 

Carol MacKay is a retired teach­
er living III Braes/wre with her lius­
ba11d. She is a motlier and grand­
motlrer wit/r strong roots in Pictou 
County. Size is a hobby genealogist 
a11d researcher. Sire was a Board 
Member for tire Pictou County 
Genealogy & Heritage Society for a 
11umber of years, as well as active 
volunteer. 



OTHER SOURCES 

North Shore Archives Society- (see Letter of Support) 

Creamery Square Heritage Society-(see Letter of Support) 

Colchester Historeum: 

We visited the Historeum to review the historical information of Tatamagouche and area. 

Dale Swan(Local Historian): 

Dale is a long -time resident of the Tatamagouche area with whom we had several 
discussions re the history of Tatamagouche, including the history of Waugh's River 
as well as the Willow Churches and Cemetery. 

Tatamagouche, N.S. 1771-1824: 

This book, written by the Hon. Frank H. Patterson,Q.C., presents the early history of 
Tatamagouche and surrounding area. We used this publication to fact check and gain a 
more complete understanding of area history. 

Frank Wilson (Local Historian): 

Frank has been a most valuable resource for our Society. He has a wealth of knowledge 
re the history of the Willow Churches, the Cemetery, Waugh's River as well as the Tata­
magouche area. 

Mary Hunter(Secretary/Treasurer,Willow Church Cemetery Society): 

Mary has been our records -keeper for a number of years, and has been instrumental in 
helping us compile the information for our application and supporting information . 

Annie Leslie (Former Secretary/Treasurer, Willow Church Cemetery Society): 

Annie is a retired Teacher/Principal and a life-long resident of the Tatamagouche area. 
She was our secretary/treasurer for 30+ years .Her records have been a valuable 
resource as we prepared our application and supporting information . Of note, she 
will be 100 years of age soon . 



Attachment 5

NORTH SHORE ARCHIVES SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 402 

39 CREAMERY ROAD, TATAMAGOUCHE, NS 
BOKIVO 

September 12. 2023 
Councillor Mike Gregory 
Municipality of the County of Colchester 
PO Box 77 
56 Blair Avenue 
Tatamagouche NS BOK I VO 

Dear Councillor Gregory: 

The North Shore Archives Society wishes to express their suppo11 of the Willow Church 
Cemetery Society's endeavor to establish the Willow Church Cemetery as a Provincial 
Heritage Property. 
The Willow Church Cemetery is one of the oldest known cemeteries on the North Shore 
area and dates to the late l 700s. 
A North Shore Archives Society member. Donald A. Beeler, researched and compiled a 
publication on the 4 7 known cemeteries in the Tatamagouche area entitled "Cemeteries of 

No11h Colchester County with Headstone J nscriptions .. (2010, 2•~• edition). Using the 
information gathered by Beeler we can determine that the Willow Church Cemetery 
contains the oldest gravestone that clearly mark and identify the person buried. 
There are older gravesites in the area associated with the Mi'kmaq, Acadians. and 
Montbeliards but none have identifiable markers. 
The oldest gravestone listed in Beeler's book is for Nelly Waugh (wife of Well wood 
Waugh) \Vho died in 1795 and was repo1ted to have been the first person to be buried in 
the Willow Church Cemetery. Nelly (Henderson) Waugh ·s is the earliest complete 
headstone in the local area with a name and date of death clearly inscribed. The 
monument is te11ned a table stone and is approximately 2 x I metres in size. Her husband 
Wellwood Waugh's inscription was added to the bottom of the stone after his death in 
1824. With both names on the stone, the provenance of the Waugh's resting place is solid. 

The Waughs and their family arrived in Tatamagouche by 1781. Waugh held many 
important positions during his life with the chief one being the local agent for Colonel 
Joseph Frederick Wallet DesBan-es. He also acted as the local magistrate and was 
appointed as Justice of the Peace in 1805. Waugh became DesBarres· agent to manage 
the 20,000 acres of property in the Tatamagouche area known as the Des Barres' Grant. 
DesBarres had started the leasing of land to Montbeliard settlers close to a decade earlier 
but the settlement experienced difficulties and had not grown. Wellwood Waugh was able 
to increase the number of tenants, which formed a base for the development of the area. 
Waugh was instrumental in bringing John Bell of Annandale. Scotland to Tatamagouche. 
Bell later went on to establish New Annan and enticed other Lowland Scots to move to 
this area of Nova Scotia. Waugh also built Willow Church which was the first Protestant 
church in North Colchester in 1820. 
The community of Waugh ·s River and the Waugh R i\'er are reminders of how influential 
Wellwood Waugh was in the area. 
We believe that designating the Willow Church Cemetery as a Provincial Historical 
Property would: I) recognize the oldest identifiable gra, estone of the nrea 2) value the 
historic age of the graveyard. 3) honour the first permanent Scottish family to the area 



and 4) credit the contributions of Well wood Waugh to the history of the Tatamagouche 
area. 
For the above reasons we offer our suppo11 to the Willow Church Cemetery Society's 
application. 
Yours sincerely. 

Floyd Tucker 
President 
North Shore Archives Society 

Sources: 
(\rad I ongworth 's I Iistory of Cokhc~ter County. Nova Scotia Lirc,1 1886 
lion. I rank JI . P<11terson,Q.C .. D.C...I.. 'IAIAMAC,Ol 'CIII . NS 1771-1824 
Donal<l A. Bl'cler Cemeteries of North Cokhesler County \I ith I lcad~tone ln,cripl 1011~ 20 IO 2 ·' edition 
Die1ionary ofCana<liun Biography. I 'niver<,ity of loronlo 

CC: Mildred MacDougall. Willow Church Cemetery Society 



Heriltl_'(e, Ci1/111rr, 
/:'11urtai11mmt & Community 

Creamery Square Heritage Society 
POBox402 
Tatamagouche, NS 
BOK lV0 

September 18, 2023 

To whom this may concern, 

The Creamery Square Heritage Society fully supports the application by the 
Willow Church Cemetery Society to have the Willow Church Cemetery declared a 
Heritage Property. 

Among others of that time period, buried in that cemetery is Wellwood Waugh and 
his wife, Nelly. Wellwood Waugh was prominent in the settlement of 
Tatamagouche during the mid to late seventeen hundreds. He was responsible for 
the Scots contingent which is thriving in our area today. 

In our Heritage Centre, we have an exhibit explaining the sequence of events 
which pertain to this settlement. The cemetery extends this story. We sincerely 
hope that this application by the Society will be accepted. The cemetery needs to 
be preserved. 

With regards, 

~-0~ 
Maralyn Driver 
Director 
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December 5, 2023 

Mildred MacDougall 
Willow Church Cemetery Society 

80 Elmfield Rd. 
Scotsburn, NS BOK 1RO 

Dear Ms. MacDougall, 

On behalf of Council and the Municipality of Colchester, I would like to express support for 

your application to have the Willow Church Cemetery designated as a Heritage Property by 

the Province of Nova Scotia. Being established in 1795, we recognize the significance the 

cemetery has to the rich history of both Tatamagouche and all of Colchester County. 

We appreciate the Society's dedicated stewardship of this historical gem over the past fifty­

plus years. We wish you all the best in your efforts to achieve the well-deserved Heritage 

Property designation. 

Kind regards, 

· ~~~Jt,idt,~a~ iJ 
Cntistine Blair 
Mayor 

Municipality of Colchester 

www.colchester.ca 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 

1 Church Street 

Truro. NS. 82N 3Z5 

(902) 897-3184 



Letter of Support, Willow Church Cemetery. 

Michael Gregory 
mildredmacdougall@hotmail.com 
Mon, Dec 4, 2023, 8:24 PM 

Dear Mildred MacDougall, 

I write this letter in support of the Willow Church Road Cemetery Society's application 
for heritage designation. I am quite familiar with this cemetery, and the great historical 
importance that it has for this community and the fact that it is the resting place of 
Wellwood Waugh. I have always taken notice of the fact that this cemetery has been so 
well maintained since I came to Tatamagouche in 1989. Anyone who knows or reads 
the historical facts about the cemetery will immediately understand the importance it 
has to this small community and to the many descendants of Wellwood Waugh. This is 
a big part of the history of Tatamagouche, and I feel it should be given the historical 
designation that it deserves. 

Yours truly, 

Michael Gregory 
Councillor, District 7 
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1 Church St, Truro, NS, B2N 3Z5 
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Monday, January 15, 2024 

To Whom It May Concern, 

HOUSE OF COMMONS 
CHAMBRE DES COMMUNES 

CANADA 

oa>r. OStephen Gillis 
Member of Parliament 

Cumberland-Colchester 
Shadow Minister of I lealth 

I would like to take this opportunity to write a letter of support to designate the Willow Church 
Cemetery as a heritage property in Tatamagouche, Nova Scotia. 

The Willow Church Cemetery is an important part of history in both Tatamagouche and North 
co I chester. 

In 1795, The Willow Church Cemetery was the first Protestant Cemetery Church established in North 
Colchester by Wellwood Waugh. He was the first Scottish settler in the Tatamagouche area in 1781. 

Since there were no other churches in the area, Mr. Waugh saw the need for a place of worship. He and 
his sons built the first Willow Church. After a storm destroyed the church in 1820, they rebuilt but 
unfortunately it was destroyed in a fire in 1935. All that remains is the cemetery. 

The Willow Church Cemetery Society, which maintains the property, is a dedicated group of volunteers 
who work tirelessly to continue the maintenance of this property. I fully support their endeavour to 
have this site designated as a historical property in Nova Scotia. 

I hope you will consider their request as they aim to preserve the historical significance and future of the 
Willow Church Cemetery. 

Kind personal regards, 

Dr. Stephen Ellis 
Member of Parliament for Cumberland-Colchester 



Tom Taggart 
MLA Colchester North 

Mildred MacDougall October 24,2023 

President-Willow Church Cemetery Society 

Dear Mrs.MacDougall, 

I am writing to you today in support of the Willow Church Cemetery in 
Waugh's River, Tatamagouche and of the importance of having this cemetery 

designated as a heritage property. 

As the MLA for Colchester North, I lend my support to this project, and I 

recognize the importance of preserving the history of these sacred properties. It is 

an important part for us to hold onto our roots and recognize their significance. 

It is my hope that this cemetery will be recognized as a historical site and 

the application will be considered for heritage designation. 

Please reach out if there is anything I can do to assist in this process. 

:;;:;·;:.r 
Tom Taggart MLA 

Colchester North 

106S3 Hwy2 
Masstown, NS 
BOM lGO 

Phone: 902-641-2335 
Email: tom.taggartmla@gmall.com 



Bethel Presbyterian Church 

1162 Campbell Hill Rd. 

Scotsburn, NS BOK lRO 

September 30, 2023 

To Whom it May Concern: 

Re: Willow Church Cemetery 

For over 40 years I've been serving multiple congregations in Cumberland, Colchester and Pictou County 

as a Presbyterian minister. For much of that time served as the Archivist for the Synod of the Atlantic 

Provinces within The Presbyterian Church in Canada which is housed in First Presbyterian Church in New 

Glasgow, Pictou County. 

The past few years across the northern region of Nova Scotia I've witnessed first-hand a rapid decline in 

caretakers for rural cemeteries, mostly due to the deaths of those who for years volunteered to do so. 

Old headstones are tilting and breaking. Bushes and trees are overtaking cleared land and getting lawns 

mowed is becoming more difficult each year. We are rapidly losing our old cemeteries as nature takes 

over. 

The first known burial in the Willow Church Cemetery was in 1795. Volunteers have been fantastic, but 

the few currently able to care for the cemetery are now reached the situation where age and health is 

weakening their ability to maintain the property without assistance. 

The Willow Church Cemetery Society and I humbly support wholeheartedly the need for the Willow 

Church Cemetery to be designated a Heritage Property as one of the oldest known graveyard in t hat area 

of North Colchester. 

Sincerely, 

Rev. Dr. Glen Matheson 

1159 Campbell Hill Rd. 

Scotsburn, Nova Scotia BOK lRO 

glen.matheson@bellaliant.net 

902 396 7732 cell 




