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June 1, 2021

COUNCIL COMMITTEE – PRESENTATION MEETING

The Council Committee/Presentations Meeting of the Municipality of the County of Colchester was conducted virtually via Zoom Webinars, on Tuesday, June 1, 2021.

	Roll Call







	The roll was called with the following Councillors in attendance:

	Mayor Christine Blair
	

	Councillor Eric Boutilier
	District 1

	Councillor Laurie Sandeson
	District 2

	Deputy Mayor Geoff Stewart, Chair
	District 3

	Councillor Mike Cooper
	District 4

	Councillor Tim Johnson
	District 5 

	Councillor Karen MacKenzie
	District 6

	Councillor Michael Gregory
	District 7

	Councillor Lisa Patton
	District 8

	Councillor Marie Benoit
	District 9

	Councillor Tom Taggart
	District 10

	Councillor Wade Parker
	District 11



Others Present
Rob Simonds, Chief Administrative Officer
Suzanne Graham, Recording Secretary
Jeanette Himmelman, Systems Analyst (for Technical Support)


	
	

	Presentations
	Colchester Christian Academy
Presenters: Johanna Matthews and Cheryl McLeod

Ms. Matthews and Ms. McLeod appeared before Council to provide an update on the Colchester Christian Academy and to request that the County turn the deed to the property located at 66 East Court Road over to the school. 

Included in the presentation was an overview of the school’s new location and how it id being utilized. The school houses grades pre-primary through to grade 12 and has grown to include 111 students in the current school year with more growth anticipated in the future. The current building has 8 classrooms, with each being used for combined classes. With increased enrollment, some classes will need to be split, housing only one grade per classroom. This creates several challenges, including finding the space to house these extra classes. 

The school is looking at the option of a portable building that could be placed in the current property and used as extra classroom space. The school has spoken with staff from Community Development who found no issues with the plan. While the school is planning on fundraising, having the deed in their name would allow for them to use the property as collateral to obtain a loan for the project. 

Discussion was held on the distribution of enrollment between grades; the type of building being considered; what would happen to the property if the school were to outgrow it; the possibility of members using their personal property as collateral to secure a loan; and the budgeted increase in tuition over the next couple years and what those funds would be used for. 

Moved by Mayor Blair
Seconded by Councillor Sandeson

“That the presentation be received.”

Motion Carried Unanimously.

Moved by Councillor Parker
Seconded by Mayor Blair

“That the presentation be referred to the next Council Committee meeting.”

Motion Carried Unanimously.

	
	

	
	Mentoring Plus Strategy
Presenter: Sacha Brake, Mentoring Plus Coordinator 

Ms. Brake appeared before Council to explain the Mentoring Plus program and how it can benefit residents of the County. 

Included in the presentation was information on the programs strategy which aims to draw on the skills of the retired/near retired to help support high schools, community college and university students and individuals involved in employment related services. Also presented was the issues facing Nova Scotia due to the aging population, including an increased number of retirees, increased health costs, a growing number of businesses looking for new owners and ways for organizations to transfer knowledge from retired employees to the next generation. 

Discussion was held on the possibility of adding a mental health component to the program; the minimum age for participants; what was the uptake for mentors; and the possibility of partnering with other organizations. 

Moved by Councillor Gregory
Seconded by Councillor Cooper

“That the presentation be received.”

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

	
	

	ADJOURNMENT
	Moved by Councillor Parker 
Seconded by Councillor Benoit

“That the meeting adjourn at 8:19 pm.”

Motion Carried Unanimously.  




Suzanne Graham
Recording Secretary



