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Report & Recommendation
Heritage Property Designation Application
Willow Church Cemetery
Waugh’s River, Colchester County, N.S.

Application:

Mildred MacDougall, President of the Willow Church Cemetery Society, a volunteer
organization who has been caring for the cemetery since 1972, has made application to
the Municipality of Colchester to have the Willow Church Cemetery designated as a
Municipal Heritage Property (refer to Attachment 1). The Cemetery is located at 1778
Willow Church Road, Waugh’s River, Colchester County, N.S. (refer to Attachment 2).

Wellwood Waugh was the first Scottish Settler to locate in North Colchester (Waugh’s
River) in 1781. At that time there were no churches in the area. To provide the community
with a place of worship, Waugh and his sons built the first Willow Church on land Waugh
donated. In 1795, the cemetery, the first Protestant Cemetery in North Colchester was

established.

As noted, the Willow Church Cemetery Society has been funding and managing the care
of the Cemetery for the past 50+ years; however, the membership is declining resulting
from members aging. Therefore, there is urgency to have the Cemetery designated a

Heritage Property and its historical significance preserved for the future.

Building History and Characteristics:

The Willow Church Cemetery has a long history in North Colchester (Waugh's River).
Wellwood Waugh built the first church in the Tatamagouche area in the late 1700’s and
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established the Willow Wood Cemetery in 1795. The original church was destroyed in a
gale, and was replaced in 1820; however, that building was lost to a fire in 1935. The

Cemetery is all that remains on the lot where the churches had been located.

Waugh'’s wife, Nelly, was the first to be buried in the cemetery in 1795. A tabletop
tombstone marks the resting place. There is a poem as written by Wellwood engraved on
the top of the tombstone. Wellwood Waugh’s name is engraved on the same stone and
dated 1824 (death date).

In 1971, a cairn and plaque were erected in the Cemetery by the Nova Scotia Museum
and funded by the Willow Church Community. Currently, there are approximately 211

persons buried in the Cemetery; however, not all graves have markers.



As outlined, the Willow Church Cemetery maintains the site (cleaning stones, lawn care,
bush cutting, etc). However, the tombstones, cairn, and plaques are deteriorating.



Its Current Role in the Community:

As the Willow Church Cemetery was the first Protestant Cemetery located in the

Tatamagouche area, approximately 229 years ago, it is a landmark for the community.

Attachment 4, Letters of Support from various community members/groups are attached
in support of designating the cemetery as a heritage property to maintain the site as a

landmark.

Recommendation:

Wellwood Waugh and the Willow Church Cemetery forms a significant part of the history
of North Colchester, N.S. This level of recognition will continue to play an influential role
in maintaining the Cemetery.

Staff supports the request to designate the Willow Church Cemetery as a Municipal

Heritage Property.

Respectfully submitted,

Jill McGillicuddy
Senior Planner



Attachments

Attachment L., Application form & Consent form
Attachment 2. Location Map

Attachment 3. Additional Photographs
Attachment 4. Information Sources

Attachment 5. Letters of Support
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Heritage Application Form
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> PHOTOGRAPHS (Maximum 8) ofee «ttac foeos g

If applicable, must show total building, pius doors, windows and details,

File sizes cannot
exceed 1MB.

no file selected

Add another file

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Do you know of any
other source ie.
book, report,
newspaper article or
individual that has
additional
information about
this property?

Is there any other
information that you
feel is important and
should be included?
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1 Church Street

Truro, NS B2N 3Z5 \
Phone: (302) 897-3160

Fax (General Inquires): (302) 843-4066

Toll Free (in Nova Scotia). 1-866-728-5144

In peace and friendship, and in the spirit of truth and reconciliation, we acknowledge that the
Municipality of Colchester is in Mi'kma'ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi’kmaq.

Copyright © 2024 Municipality of Colchester.
A partner of the Municipal Website Venture.



1 Church Street

Truro, NS B2N 325

Phone: (902) 897-3160

Fax (General Inquires); (202) 843-4066

Toll Free (in Nova Scotia): 1-866-728-5144

In peace and friendship, and in the spirit of truth and reconciliation. we acknowledge that the
Municipality of Colchester is in Mi’kma ki, the ancestral and unceded territory of the Mi'kmagq.

Copyright © 2024 Municipality of Coichester

A partner of the Municipal Website Venture.




WILLOW CHURCH CEMETERY
A BRIEF HISTORY

The Willow Church Cemetery Society , a volunteer organization, has been caring for
the cemetery since 1972.

To better inform you of the cemetery’s historical importance, please note the

following:

Willow Church Cemetery was the first Protestant Cemetery established in North
Colchester in 1795.

The cemetery was established by Wellwood Waugh .

Waugh was the first Scottish settler to locate in North Colchester (Waugh's River)
in 1781.

At this time there were no churches in the area (people gathered in local houses
or barns for religious services). Accordingly, Waugh felt there was a need for a
place of worship for the community. In the late 1700’s, Waugh and his sons built
the first Willow Church on land he donated for this purpose.

Actually, they built two churches on the property. The first was destroyed in a
“gale” (hurricane} and the second was built in 1820 but burned in 1935,

The cemetery is all that remains with space in the middle of the lot where the
churches had been located.

Waugh's wife, Nelly, was the first to be buried in the Cemetery in 1795,

a tabletop tombstone marks her resting place. Engraved on top is a poem (written
by Waugh) and dated 1795 .

Wellwood Waugh's name is engraved on the same stone and dated 1824 (at the
time of his death) .

regrettably the stone has deteriorated over the past 229 years .

Currently there are approximately 211 persons buried in the Cemetery- not all
have markers .

In 1971, a cairn and plaque were erected in the Cemetery by the Nova Scotia
Museum and funded by the Willow Church Community.



= Our Society has been funding and managing the care of the Cemetery for the
past fifty-plus years (cleaning stones ,lawn care, bush cutting, etc.) but our
membership is declining (with age );thus the urgency to have the Cemetery
designated a Heritage Property and its historical significance preserved for the
future .

As we prepare the application for heritage designation, we have solicited ,
and received, the support of the following groups /individuals :
- the North Shore Archives Society
- the Creamery Square Heritage Society
-Colchester County Municipal Council
- Municipal Councillor-Mike Gregory
- Rev. Glen Matheson , Interim Moderator , Sedgwick Presbyterian Church .
-TomTaggert M.L.A.North Colchester
- Dr Stephen Ellis M.P Cumberland / Colchester

Should more historical information be required, see application and attachments.
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4 years ago See more dates






[ =i . e e e L Ll e g T e . , o |
_Wdﬂ. e B S\ e LR . uﬂ,ﬂﬁ?& .ﬂ..d.;n.o l_.urru..- -, o ﬁ.ﬁ&»{ S
RN i e ™ . LY 4 g Lol Ty et W S . .
Fary-y L Lo t I N L Ly eat PP . ,
. i) L E L4 gy L iﬂ.—.lﬂ. X, A
L : T .

§ N TV 14 B, ™ Ty o o .
LSS A WS L ) : . o T B K
r&leMMarw. , T AH.W/. ...M-WM(..J»-. i " = _.\Mﬂu..-.. B TR Y~ ) N
SRR B L T

ANISAM ¥1L0DS V0N 3HL
| o ‘G641 YV3A
. aqL N AN3L KD SIH' NI O3WWNE 38 0L
Y Josuid LS¥I3 IHL S A3 TANTIIR SIK

“ugpvg 000

Wi y37003s WSILLODS LS¥l4 3HL A8 0ZB
N INS VIUY HL NJ HOY HO 1S4
I NUIVD SIH.L

r







sy . r 3 | ) i e L 4'/ 3 i d
AL j Aol s Aie Lide i AL18. //ﬂ-uv ALk

i
(l

5 v d I - '. H
,:j‘\é7 Lo Ainals . i’:ﬁ.clr(t jé’ (’ & Gl é}lx{w” -

&

Ao g Ada AvieEALL AT /, G
i / i

I ,(:i‘f‘éa.:{,uf DaiTr Ahaid ivars pdy AlliEelasio

/%' (w-/“f/ v

’ J
L /if“ﬁ.-/ /“'—/.’:ﬁ“ .
; r

{/

/.{;-f—:_’”’»‘:
J iy ko
Aoy ., B A . P

e %L('ﬁ,i,:’x A Aot FAL Lt "ZI/_A( P
A AL /j“/ it s B S

ha s d s Hounle
/\7/?' bl A Z%_ e ('fif, b Aernn@pnedr . Aglioge

i . e i 7 ‘ A
Jle Jlitics 4o pliesesd. R AL Ariiela

i

Al

DA Z/ caarints, Thadt ate Avdiite amd 4o
it ,df..f.-ix/ gt 447 : u? //;L /// et 7” : j’—""’
Z"/L-fhx A Aok //ff FIAr // A /711

s

(R Le;

J
K / ’f_[“/ /\../f{ A 7

/, ) I' 4 \'/' ! A
3 ‘ 7{..'-'.1 ({[-,U L _’/:," f//‘/f‘v
QZZZ’:’:’;;/[/ /..L%{.f ﬂ_//“""z—"r;». : “ N P (

’/ L0 Aiidd AT L

/’/[/ #eh Fiaouns and '19:/ AT e Arwliind,
har sl ATtis. Ahad ZF i
L Ll /M

j;',) Vorddr o
//f{l_ }/_,.’/

A d it f’: A
Zu‘/«y oA sl 2 / Ry

20 ' ‘ f,

J/ ;/ :,é--’/—f// WAZLTEAG L Lty o /l:‘ 7V
/ 7 ‘//7 / - |

. e (‘f{ {'J/,’ ,] q / I / ) / 1
{ /‘_J LA Z Z_/{/"/?//L, 27//_ /‘//‘ L ‘\

;.

Kﬁ\\

sk (wmw . --Z-ur:-”?/'/i//J_Jt-f ol TFs
| ’ 7 filrd ¢ .

£ "_', ‘n//' 7 _’J'/ &,

b4 4,&%4, / {2 pggf/L N s / P,

AP L g f/ /,,,,_,‘ LV VIS
iR 5,,,/‘/ Z// ////.

7/1* P

!

o .
XLL:.—{/ T s r’g/tc‘f A
/'_ ¥ ; .

o a4 Lomnim,,

Py
a e g
. -~ t ’
W ;
L W W S A

I3 T
velsasone, Wity Lo L 4
(A

]

I705 it A ; |
(} AUt s g}z/ & &/ Y2 g,

i s









Attachment 4



Wﬁ-// 2070

) "3

By Elien;Millard
Speciaf to-The'L'g t

T}xéyomg boy noted the
sign in. the small cemetery
in Waughs River as they

were xmrmg Tatamagouche .

“What: does thatmean, Mum?

s'ii?e, “she re-
plied. "Butpa‘haps there was
achm&hmatomum We

LR

should stopsomeﬁmetoread

etery
Hadithe- famﬂy stopped
to see thevmonumemt then

:ziplaque that the
cairn had been erected to
commemorahe the first
church i -this area, built
by the first, Scottish settler,
- Weliwood Waugh and that
his wife Nellie was the first
person to be buried in the
cemetery in 1795, However
Wellwood Waugh was not
the first settler to the Tatarna-
gouche area. For umdreds of
years before European settlers
arrived, the Micmac Indians
lived in this area. They set up
their camps along the shores
of Tatamagopuchein thespring
o enjoy an abundance of fish
in the mud flats and in the
edges of the waters, as well as
thearrival of theaquatic birds,
geese and ducks, They stayed
on through the fall to hunt
the geese and birds as they
migrated south again for the
winter. The Micmac th
moved inland to their win-
ter camps in the woods for
shelter and to hunt the many
animals that would provide
their winter diet
The Acadians came to
settle in the Tatamagouche
area in the early 1700s. As
well as enjoying the boun
tiful food in the rivers and
nearby shores, they diked
the marsh Jand and began

to grow crops to supple-
ment their food supply.
They were of the Roman
Catholic faith and soon built
a small chapel and bunied
their dead around it in plots
marked by wooden crosses,
Sadly the homes and chapel
of the twelve Acadian fami-
fies in this area were burned
during the Expulsion of the
Acadian in all of Nova Sco-
tia in August of 1755.

Tatamagouche lay empty
for nearly 20 years until the
first Protestant settlers were
brought here by Col. Joseph
Frederick Wallet DesBarres.
However, it would be five
years later with the coming
of the first Scottish settler
Wellwood Waugh before
any religious services were
held in the area. There was
no church so travelling min-
isters held church services in
homes or barns in Tatama
gouche when they made
their rounds. The first ser-
vices here were conducted
by Rev. James Macgregor, a
Presbyterian minister from
Scotland, and were held in
1793 in Waugh's barn at
such times that he was pass-
ing through the area.

1n 1808, Rev. John Mitchell
became a resident minister
in River john and he began
regular services in Tatama-
gouche in the Waugh's barm.
By 1820 the settlers felt that
a church or meeting place
should be built to serve their
religious needs and during
the initial plans everyone was
inagreement as to its location.
But before the actual work
began, a disagreement arose
and Waugh wrote in his diary
that “he, his sons, Thomas,
William and Wellwood, en-
couraged by their minister,
Rev. John Mitchell would
build the house of worship on
their [and in near their homes
i Waugh's River.”

So in August of 1820, the
church was completed and
dedicated as the Willows
Meeting Place. It is recorded
that during the winter ‘a
large portion of Mr. Mitch-
ell's followers would gather
at one church, the Willows
Meeting House, for Divine
worship, led by the present
ers to sing the Psalms of Da-
vid in the Scottish version.”
Hymns were not permitted
in those days. Mr. Mitchell
continued his ministry there
coming up from River John
until his death in 1841.

In 1826 Tatamagouche
and New Annan grew to
need a minister of their own
so they extended a call to
Rev. Hugh Ross. Early in
his ministry, a church was
built in Tatamagouche in a
more ceniral location than
that of the Willow Church
The Sharon Church opened
in the village in 1864 but
for nearly 40 years, Willow
Church had been the place
of worshup in the area.

In about 1852 the Willow
Meetmng House, the oid log
building with the wooden
benches, was destroyed by
ahurrican  ter that same
vear new church was built
and services continued to be
held there for about 83 years.
The end of the first church
built in Tatamagouche came
on August of 1935 when it
was destroved by fire. At
that ime many valuable re-
cards of the Willow Church
were lost in the fire.

Today the people whosat
within its watls are all gone
and the beautiful willows
that surrounded the church
are gone as well. But the
monument to mark its site
and the well-tended graves
in the Willow Church Cem-
etery remind us of the first
families to come to Tatama-
gouche.
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Tree roots run deep (Part 2) - Welwood Waugh

By Carol MacKay

For The Advocate

The Advocate is pleased to partner
with the McCulloch House Musewm
& Genealogy Centre in a series of
articles about the research being
undertaken by the cenire. Gericalogy
Gems are provided by the researchers
of McCulloch House Museum &
Genealogy Centre, The Centie pic-
vides access lo thousands of archival
records, genealogies and documents
related to Pictou County. This is the
next in ihe series.

There are few people living in
the Tatamagouche area who have
not heard the Welwood Waugh
nhame, or know one or mare of his
descendants. A joiner and whesl-
wright by trade, he and his family
of “boat people” came from
Galloway, Scotland, on the Lovely
Nellie in 1774 to PEI, then to
Pictou in 1776, where he suffered
harsh treatment for his hatred of
all things British.

Colonel Frederick DesBarres
was under pressure to have his
land grants settled, especiaily the
fertile land of Tatamagouche.
Mary Canon, DesBarres’ mistress
and business partner, had heard of
Waugh as a man of shrewd capac-
ity and energy. Shortly after he
moved to Tatamagouche, Canon
summoned him to Windsor—a
journey by horseback to Truro,
then by boat to Windsor—io per-
sonally meet him. Favourably

impressed, she appointed him to
be her local sub-agent. This
appointment would have a tre-
mendous impact on such settle-
ments as Waugh's River and New
Annan,

Stnce Waugh received a fong
term lease, as well some of the best
land, he faced resentment from the
Montbeliard farmers who came
fTom Lunenburg. There ensued
much legal wrangling and pres-
sure tactics by Waugh to force ten-
ants to pay up on overdue leases.
By 1787, many left for lands in
River John, paying less than th
rent DesBarres was charging. B
1795, there were only 19 families in
the settlement, and his wife, Ellen
died.

Foliowing his wife’s death
Waugh spent time in Scotland
learning to make clocks,
Discouraged by the lack of settlers
wanting to lease land at
Tatamagouche, he had begun
enticing Scots to the area, one of
whom is well-known John Bell,
my 4X great-grandfather, a fore-
runrer of others who staved at the
Waugh farm for some time before
he moved inland to New Annan,
probably because he could not
purchase land from DesBarres and
did not want to be a tenant farmer.

By 1802, the Waughs leased
1,430 acres, with only 29 other
families as tenants, many of them
with descendants there today:
Langille, Chalmers, Jollimore,

Welwood Wa g s cClock

Pictured is Welwood Waugh's
clock.
ted photo)

McBurme, Ross, Mattatall,
Patriquin, Millard and Henderson.
By 1809, DesBarres was dissatis-
fied with Canon and Waugh's han-
dhing of kus grant and filed a Bill of
Complaint against them a litiga-
tion that went on for years. More
troubles beset Waugh and others
in the community: in 1815, The
Year of the Mice, acres of land
were ravaged by their vicious
assaults; in 1816, they endured
‘The Year Without a Sumuner’
when there was enough frost to
carry a horse in June.

An indication of how impor-

tant religious pra tice was for
Waugh: he boughta 1 3 shareof a
pew at the Truro Meeting House
for 37 shillings and three pence;
the minister was Rev. Daniel Cock,
my dx great-grandfather. In addi-
tion, Waugh frequently hosted
chure  services in his home, barn
and outside on his property by
visiting ministers. After years of
trying to get an agreement on
where, when and how to build a
church in Tatamagouche, Waugh
and hus sons erected one on their
property in 1820, known as Willow
Charch, and frequently topped up
the munister’s salary from his own
pocket. He maintained those who
had not contributed to the church
should not be buried in the ceme-
tery where Waugh and his wife,
Nellie, are buried in Lot 24.
Colenel DesBarres died that same
year, and the lawsuit died with
him; his lawyer said, “Plaintiff
caruiot safely proceed to trial.”

Sou ce: Tatamagouche, N.S,
1771-1842, by Hon. Frank H.
Patterson

Carol MacKay is a retired teach-
er livin 1 Braeshore with her hus-
band. She is a mother and grand-
mother with strong roots in Pictou
County. She is a hobby genealogist
and researcher. She was a Board
Member for the Pictou County
Genealogy & Heritage Society for a
number of years, as well as active
volunteer.



OTHER SOURCES

North Shore Archives Society- {see Letter of Support)

Creamery Square Heritage Society-{see Letter of Support )

Colchester Historeum:

We visited the Historeum to review the historical information of Tatamagouche and area .

Dale Swan({Local Historian):

Dale is a long -time resident of the Tatamagouche area with whom we had several
discussions re the history of Tatamagouche, including the history of Waugh’s River
as well as the Willow Churches and Cemetery.

Tatamagouche , N.S. 1771-1824 :

This book , written by the Hon. Frank H. Patterson,Q.C., presents the early history of
Tatamagouche and surrounding area. We used this publication to fact check and gain a
more complete understanding of area history.

Frank Wilson (Local Historian):

Frank has been a most valuable resource for our Scociety . He has a wealth of knowledge
re the history of the Willow Churches, the Cemetery, Waugh's River as well as the Tata-
magouche area.

Mary Hunter(Secretary/Treasurer,Willow Church Cemetery Society ):

Mary has been our records -keeper for a number of years, and has been instrumental in
helping us compile the information for our application and supporting information .

Annie Leslie (Former Secretary/Treasurer, Willow Church Cemetery Society):

Annie is a retired Teacher/Principal and a life-long resident of the Tatamagouche area.
She was our secretary/treasurer for 30+ years .Her records have been a valuable
resource as we prepared our application and supporting information . Of note, she
will be 100 years of age soon .



Attachment 5

NORTH SHORE ARCHIVES SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 402
39 CREAMERY ROAD, TATAMAGOUCHE, NS
BOK 1VO

September 12, 2023

Councillor Mike Gregory

Municipality of the County of Colchester
PO Box 77

56 Blair Avenue

Tatamagouche NS BOK 1V0

Dear Councillor Gregory:

The North Shore Archives Society wishes to express their support of the Willow Church
Cemetery Society’s endeavor to establish the Willow Church Cemetery as a Provincial
Heritage Property.

The Willow Church Cemetery is one of the oldest known cemeteries on the North Shore
area and dates to the late 1700s.

A North Shore Archives Society member, Donald A. Beeler, researched and compiled a
publication on the 47 known cemeteries in the Tatamagouche area entitled “Cemeteries of
North Colchester County with Headstone Inscriptions™ (2010, 2™ edition). Using the
information gathered by Beeler we can determine that the Willow Church Cemetery
contains the oldest gravestone that clearly mark and identify the person buried.

There are older gravesites in the area associated with the Mi’kmagq, Acadians, and
Montbeliards but none have identifiable markers.

The oldest gravestone listed in Beeler’s book is for Nelly Waugh (wife of Wellwood
Waugh) who died in 1795 and was reported to have been the first person to be buried in
the Willow Church Cemetery. Nelly (Henderson) Waugh's is the earliest complete
headstone in the local area with a name and date of death clearly inscribed. The
monument is termed a table stone and is approximately 2 x | metres in size. Her husband
Wellwood Waugh'’s inscription was added to the bottom of the stone after his death in
1824. With both names on the stone, the provenance of the Waugh's resting place is sohd.

The Waughs and their family arvived in Tatamagouche by 1781. Waugh held many
important positions during his life with the chief one beimg the local agent tor Colonel
Joseph Frederick Wallet DesBarres. He also acted as the local magistrate and was
appointed as Justice of the Peace in 1805. Waugh became DesBarres™ agent to manage
the 20,000 acres of property in the Tatamagouche area known as the DesBarres’ Grant.
DesBarres had started the leasing of land to Montbeliard settlers close to a decade earlier
but the settlement experienced difficulties and had not grown. Wellwood Waugh was able
to increase the number of tenants, which formed a base for the development of the area,
Waugh was instrumental in bringing John Bell of Annandale. Scotland to Tatamagouche.
Bell iater went on to establish New Annan and enticed other Lowland Scots to move to
this area of Nova Scotia. Waugh also built Willow Church which was the first Protestant
church in North Colchester in 1820.

The community of Waugh's River and the Waugh River are reminders of how influential
Wellwood Waugh was in the area.

We believe that designating the Willow Church Cemetery as a Provincial Historical
Property would: 1) recognize the oldest identitiable gravestone of the area 2) value the
historic age of the graveyard. 3) honour the first permanent Scottish family to the area



and 4) credit the contributions of Wellwood Waugh to the history of the Tatamagouche
area.

For the above reasons we offer our support to the Willow Church Cemetery Society’s
application,

Yours sincerely,

Flovd Tucker
President
North Shore Archives Society

Sources:

[srael Longworth's History of Colchester County. Nova Scotia Circa 1886

Hon. Frank 1. Patterson, Q.C.. D.C. L. TATAMAGOUCHE, NS 1771-1824

Donald A. Beeler  Cemeteries of North Colehester County with Headstone Inscriptions 2010 27 edition
Dictionary ol Canadian Biography, University of Toronto

CC: Miidred MacDougall, Willow Church Cemetery Society



Heritage, Culture,
Entertainment & Community
Creamery Square Heritage Society
PO Box 402
Tatamagouche, NS

BOK 1V0
September 18, 2023
To whom this may concemn,

The Creamery Square Heritage Society fully supports the application by the
Willow Church Cemetery Society to have the Willow Church Cemetery declared a
Heritage Property.

Among others of that time period, buried in that cemetery is Wellwood Waugh and
his wife, Nelly. Wellwood Waugh was prominent in the settlement of
Tatamagouche during the mid to late seventeen hundreds. He was responsible for
the Scots contingent which is thriving in our area today.

In our Heritage Centre, we have an exhibit explaining the sequence of events
which pertain to this settlement. The cemetery extends this story. We sincerely
hope that this application by the Society will be accepted. The cemetery needs to
be preserved.

With regards,

Maralyn Driver
Director
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be centred here.

December 5, 2023

Mildred MacDougall

Willow Church Cemetery Society
80 Elmfield Rd.

Scotsburn, NS BOK 1RO

Dear Ms. MacDougall,

On behalf of Council and the Municipality of Colchester, | would like to express support for
your application to have the Willow Church Cemetery designated as a Heritage Property by
the Province of Nova Scotia. Being established in 1795, we recognize the significance the
cemetery has to the rich history of both Tatamagouche and all of Colchester County.

We appreciate the Society’s dedicated stewardship of this historical gem over the past fifty-
plus years. We wish you all the best in your efforts to achieve the well-deserved Heritage
Property designation.

Kind regards,
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“Christine Blair
Mayor

Municipality of Colchester
www.colchester.ca
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR

1 Church Street
Truro, NS, B2N 325
(502) 897-3184



Letter of Support, Willow Church Cemetery.

Michael Gregory
mildredmacdougall@hotmail.com
Mon, Dec 4, 2023, 8:24 PM

Dear Mildred MacDougall,

| write this letter in support of the Willow Church Road Cemetery Society’s application
for heritage designation. | am quite familiar with this cemetery, and the great historical
importance that it has for this community and the fact that it is the resting place of
Wellwood Waugh. | have always taken notice of the fact that this cemetery has been so
well maintained since { came to Tatamagouche in 1989. Anyone who knows or reads
the historical facts about the cemetery will immediately understand the importance it
has to this small community and to the many descendants of Wellwood Waugh. This is
a big part of the history of Tatamagouche, and 1 feel it should be given the historical
designation that it deserves.

Yours truly,

Michael Gregory
Councillor, District 7
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HOUSE OF COMMONS
CHAMBRE DES COMMUNES

CANADA
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Member of Parliament
Cumberiand-Colchester
Shadow Minister of Health

Monday, January 15, 2024

To Whom It May Concern,

t would like to take this opportunity to write a letter of support to designate the Willow Church
Cemetery as a heritage property in Tatamagouche, Nova Scotia.

The Willow Church Cemetery is an important part of history in both Tatamagouche and North
Colchester.

In 1795, The Willow Church Cemetery was the first Protestant Cemetery Church established in North
Colchester by Wellwood Waugh. He was the first Scottish settler in the Tatamagouche areain 1781,

Since there were no other churches in the area, Mr. Waugh saw the need for a place of worship. He and
his sons built the first Willow Church. After a storm destroyed the church in 1820, they rebuilt but
unfortunately it was destroyed in a fire in 1935. All that remains is the cemetery.

The Willow Church Cemetery Society, which maintains the property, is a dedicated group of volunteers
who work tirelessly to continue the maintenance of this property. | fully support their endeavour to

have this site designated as a historical property in Nova Scotia.

| hope you wil consider their request as they aim to preserve the historical significance and future of the
Willow Church Cemetery.

Kind personal regards,

P A

Dr. Stephen Ellis
Member of Parliament for Cumberland-Colchester



Tom Taggart
MLA Colchester North

Mildred MacDougall October 24,2023

President-Willow Church Cemetery Society

Dear Mrs.MacDougall,

| am writing to you today in support of the Willow Church Cemetery in
Waugh’s River, Tatamagouche and of the importance of having this cemetery
designated as a heritage property.

As the MLA for Colchester North, | lend my support to this project, and |
recognize the importance of preserving the history of these sacred properties. It is
an important part for us to hold onto our roots and recognize their significance.

It is my hope that this cemetery will be recognized as a historical site and
the application will be considered for heritage designation.

Please reach out if there is anything | can do to assist in this process.

Regards,

T, Tt~

Tom Taggart MLA
Colchester North

10653 Hwy 2
Masstown, NS Phone: 902-641-2335

BOM 1GO Email: tom.taggartmia@gmail.com



Bethel Presbyterian Church
1162 Campbell Hill Rd.
Scotsburn, NS BOK 1RO

September 30, 2023

Re: Willow Church Cemetery
To Whom it May Concern:

Far over 40 years I've been serving multiple congregations in Cumberiand, Colchester and Pictou County
as a Presbyterian minister. For much of that time served as the Archivist for the Synod of the Atlantic
Provinces within The Presbyterian Church in Canada which is housed in First Preshyterian Church in New
Glasgow, Pictou County.

The past few years across the northern region of Nova Scotia I've witnessed first-hand a rapid decline in
caretakers for rural cemeteries, mostly due to the deaths of those whao for years volunteered to do so.

Old headstones are tilting and breaking. Bushes and trees are overtaking cleared land and getting lawns
mowed is becoming more difficult each year. We are rapidly losing our old cemeteries as nature takes
over,

The first known burial in the Willow Church Cemetery was in 1795. Volunteers have been fantastic, but
the few currently able to care for the cemetery are now reached the situation where age and health is
weakening their ability to maintain the property without assistance.

The Willow Church Cemetery Society and | humbly support wholeheartedly the need for the Willow
Church Cemetery to be designated a Heritage Property as one of the oldest known graveyard in that area
of North Colchester.

Sincerely,

Rev. Dr. Glen Matheson

1159 Campbell Hill Rd.
Scotsburn, Nova Scotia BOK 1R0
glen.matheson@bellaliant.net
902-396-7732 cell





